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I was recently introduced to the Knights 
of Columbus, Mansfield Council #687, 
by Terry Philpott, a deacon at St Peter’s 
Church, Chaplain of the Knights, Chaplain 
at a prison, and dishwasher man, at their 
beautiful facility located at 1114 Park Avenue 
West.  With little knowledge of the K of C, 
Terry proceeded to take me on a grand tour 
of their premises. “The Knights have owned 
the land for ten years and the hall was built 
eight years ago,” Philpott said. We convened 
in the chamber room where I was introduced 
to Tony Buzenski, a member since 1947 
and past Grand Knight, and Paul Williams, 
an Admiral in the 4th degree. Both are 
positive and enthusiastic about the Knights 
and concerned to “recruit more men as the 
memberships have declined in recent years 
due to the economy and busy life styles.” Yet, 
they continue to grow with members from 
all ages.

The Knights are a Fraternal Men’s 
Catholic Christian and Family organization 
committing themselves to numerous acts of 
charity and support for the parish and priests. 
The original 1902 charter for Mansfield 
hangs on the wall in the chamber amidst a 
grove of beautiful oak furniture with a black 
sash draped around its frame in memory 
and respect for the recently deceased. The 
first Grand Knight was Michael Ready in 
the same year. The current Grand Knight is 
Harry Baker with Jeff Ardner to follow in July 
this year. There are four degrees of Knights, 
the first being Unity, the second Loyalty, the 
third Charity and the fourth Patriotism with 
most members in third degree Charity. There 
are currently 333 members with 90 being 
Life Members: to qualify for Life a man must 
be a member fifty years.

The Knights of Columbus were started by 
Fr. Michael J. McGivney in St. Mary’s church 
basement in New Haven, Connecticut in 

the 1880’s to help the poor in Boston, 
especially widows and orphans, and to 
render financial aid to members and their 
families through educational, charitable, 
religious, social welfare, war relief and 
public relief works. Mutual aid and 
assistance were and are still offered to 
sick, disabled and needy members and their 
families. He then went into the life insurance 
policies business that are available today 
through the K of C. Fr. McGivney’s cause 
for sainthood is currently being investigated 
by the Vatican. Visit the Venerable Michael 
McGivney, www.fathermcgivney.org/ to 
learn more about the life and legacy of this 
creative visionary or visit the international 
headquarters’ web site at www.kofc.org/.

What began in America spread throughout 
the world growing members two million 
strong whose motto is Fraternity, Patriotism, 
Charity and Unity. They contribute 
many and varied services for the Church 
from welcoming a new priest, supporting 
seminarians by raising money from book 
drives to help with their cost of books, 
hosting a dinner once a year, helping sick 
members, raising money for charity, cancer 
and scholarships, State Youth of Ohio charity, 
supporting New Hope Boy Scout Troop by 
collecting money at the stores to send them to 
summer camp, building a float used in Miss 
Ohio, Memorial Day, and Parish Centennial 
parades with the fourth degree Knights in full 
regalia, and hosting coffee and donut socials 
once a month after Masses in the Franciscan 
Center to name but a few of their wonderful 
contributions and charities seen and unseen. 
They are referred to as the right arm of the 
church and when Priests need anything 
they call on these men and the Ka Cets, the 
women who help them.

The Ka Cets have long been in tandem 
with the Knights. “They organized in 1962 

with the wives of the Knights and continue 
as a Catholic Women’s organization. They 
support the Knights donut and coffee 
social for the monthly gathering after 
Masses, funeral lunches for the husbands 
and wives of the Knights, donate baked 
goods for the annual Bake Sale and Festival, 
Catholic Charities and the Giving Tree every 
Christmas” said Treasurer, Mary Miller. They 
meet once a month, on the third Wednesday, 
at 2pm in the K of C hall. Their officers are: 
President, Judy Sadowski, Vice President, 
Carol Scambellone, Treasurer, Mary Miller 
and Secretary, Mary Kleshinski. The 
membership is open to any Catholic woman 
19 years of age and older. If interested in 
becoming a Ka Cet please call Mary Miller 
at (419)756-8201 or Carol Scambellone at 
(419)529-2758 or stop in at the K of C on a 
third Wednesday.

“The Knights of Columbus are a non-
profit, family organization. Bring the kids 
down for one of our fish, spaghetti and prime 
rib dinners ($8.00) or all you can eat pizza 
($5.00) after Masses on Friday and Saturday 
evenings. You do not have to be Catholic 
or a member to come into the K of C. 
The facility can seat 200 people with a full 
kitchen, bar and hot plate serving line. The 
hall is available to rent for special occasions or 
weddings as well as a cook for hire,” Philpott 
said. So stop on in and experience the 
hospitality and community of this amazing 
tradition very much alive and vibrant today! 
For more information about joining K of C 
and becoming Fishers of Men to serve God, 
Church and Community call 419-529-5532.

by Chris Baldasare

On Sunday, February 6, 2011, St. Peter’s Boy Scout Troop 
121 celebrated the founding of the Boy Scouts of America by 
participating in the St. Peter’s 11:30 a.m. Mass. Members of the 
troop served as Mass servers, greeters, ushers, petition readers, gift 
bearers, and lectors. After Mass, the troop held a brunch in the 
basement of the church. Many of the historical pictures, notes, and 
memorabilia were out for view by all of the Scouts, past Scouters 
and families. 

Also, through the generous support of past and present St. 
Peter’s Troop 121 Scouters, Scouts, Committee members, and 
parishioners, Troop 121 christened their new “Spirit of Scouting” 
equipment trailer that has been an ongoing purchase goal for many 
years. Troop 121 Committee Chairman, Tom Dorsey, believes that 
the trailer will be a wonderful asset to the troop for all current and 
future Troop 121 events and activities. 

“St. Peter’s Boy Scout Troop 121 has over 60 years of helping 
our young men grow into being good men of character. Scouting 
teaches our Scouts the values of responsible citizenship, personal 
honor and prepares them to become successful leaders of tomorrow. 
The strong traditions which we are a part of today is because of the 
great leadership and guidance of the current and past Scout leaders, 
Scout parents, and adult committee members of the Troop,” says 
Christopher Baldasare, Sr., Scoutmaster. Currently, Troop 121 has 
22 registered Scouts and 24 Committee members. “We are very 
fortunate to have such an active Troop. In fact, we are one of the 
most active Troops in the Johnny Appleseed Trail District.”

For more information on the Scouting program, please contact 
Christopher Baldasare, Scoutmaster at 419-543-2480. Visit the 
Troop’s website at http://sites.google.com/site/bsaohtroop121/

Twelfth Point of The Scout Law: A Scout is Reverent

1898-1922
Rev. Ferdinand Schreiber 
becomes St. Peter’s 5th 
residentpastor

1904
Purchase of property
where the current church
is to be built

1906
House on east side of
Mulberry becomes
Sisters convent

1907
7 sisters move into “House of Seven Gables”

300 students enrolled at St. Peter’s School

1888
Construction begins
on the Ohio State
Reformatory in Mansfield

1896
William McKinley of
Canton becomes the 25th 
President of the United States

 1902
The Ohio General Assembly
officially adopts Ohio’s
“burgee” flag

1908
William Howard Taft of Cincinnati 
become the 27th President of the
United States

1903
Wilbur and Orville Wright
successfully fly their powered 
airplane at Kitty Hawk, N. C.

1907
Oklahoma is added as the 
nation’s 46th state

1909
Admiral Robert E. Peary
reaches the North Pole
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1900
Galveston, Texas is destroyed 
by a hurricane, killing 
8,000 people
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1909
First Assistant 
Pastor Rev. Joseph 
Waechter

1911
Cornerstone for the 
current church is laid

1915
First Mass at the current church 
(In basement).  The current 
church is consecrated in 1917

1922
Rev. Nicholas Hassel becomes the 6th  resident 
pastor of St. Peter’s. Shortlyafter, St. Peter’s is 
transferred to the Diocese of Toledo

1910-1911
The Diocese of Toledo (Ohio)
is established and the Most Rev.
Joseph Schrembs appointed as bishop

1913
Floods in  Dayton, 
Ohio claim the lives 
of over 400 people

1913
The Lincoln Highway
is completed through
Mansfield, Ohio

1920
Warren G. Harding of 
nearby Marion is elected 
the 29th President of the
United States

1914
World War I begins
in Europe

1918
World War I
ends in Europe

1920
The Volstead Act (Prohibition)
bans the sale, manufacture and
transportation of alcoholic beverages

1922
The Lincoln Memorial
is dedicated in
Washington D.C

1921
Most Rev. Samuel 
Stritch becomes the 2nd 
Bishop of  Toledo

1924
The first Winter 
Olympics take place in 
Chamonix, France

Knights of Columbus . . . In Service to One. 
In Service to All.     by Cynthia Scodova
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